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Ml just then to pay any attention to Burma. The disastrous
Kabul campaign of 1842, followed by the Sikh War, which, although
successful, shook our Eastern Empire to its very foundations,
demanded all the troops we could muster.

At last, however, in 1851, Lord Dalhousie, the then Governor-
General, found himself able to turn his attention to the Eastern
Frontier, and the report, at this time, of two more than usually
outrageous cases of extortion, together with a memorial from the
British residents at Rangoon, brought matters to a head.

The memorial set forth that two British subjects, Messrs.
Sheppard and Lewis, masters of British ships, had been arrested

by the Governor of Rangoon   on several
Rangoon Besidents' Memorial,    successive false charges ; that they had

been ill-treated and   imprisoned;   that

Captain Lewis had been threatened with the stocks ; and that large
sums of money had been extorted from them before they could get
their port clearance. It further set forth that all " all your memo-
rialists have for a long time suffered from the tyranny and gross
injustice of the Burmese authorities; that trade is seriously
obstructed and almost suppressed in consequence ; that neither life
nor property is safe, as the Governor has publicly stated to his
dependents that he has no money to pay them for their services
and has granted them his permission to rob the inhabitants, and
* to get money as they best can3; that, in consequence, robberies
and false charges are of almost daily occurrence; that the
Governor has frequently demanded money without pretext, and
has tortured the parties till his demands were complied with ;
that now affairs have arrived at such a crisis that, unless protect-
ed, your memorialists will be obliged to leave the country, and, in
doing so, must sacrifice their property ; that they are here under
the provisions of the Treaty of Yandabo, and beg to state, with all
due deference and respect, that they claim the right to seek your
protection."

Directly Lord Dalhousie received this memorial he gave the
matter his most urgent attention and at once despatched Com-
modore Lambert with his squadron to Rangoon, with instructions
to address a note to the Governor of Rangoon, setting forth the
details of each case, pointing out that they constituted a very
grave infraction of the existing treaty, informing him that the